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What’s the 5 year intention? Our curriculum has a strong emphasis on the 
cumulative acquisition and contextualisation of knowledge. 

Design & Technology  Knowledge Map

Excellence  •  High expectations and aspirations  •  Love of Learning  •  Active participation  •  Sound moral compass

The Big Knowledge Picture 
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GCSE Exam 
and Post 16
Destination

The KS3 Big Questions The KS4 Big Questions 

Year11

• Where do materials originate from?
• How are products made? 
• How can we be sustainable designers?

• How do we create successful User Centered Design?
• What makes successful products?
• How do we solve the world’s problems? 
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KEY STAGE 4

Electronic components/systems and 
control 

Materials/processes  

Environmental and 
Sustainability issues 

NEA Design 
development 

Knowledge of 
different 

mechanisms
Materials and 
processes

Basic skills 
Wood/metal/plastics 

Plastics intro
To CAD/CAM 

Development of 
practical skills 

Manufacturing 
processes 

Basic Electronics
Working to a 
specification

Tools & 
equipment 

International 
Designers

Health & 
Safety, 
independence
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