
THE HOLOCAUST AND

YEAR

9

YEAR

11

Post 16
Destination

YEAR

10

Formal elements 

Global issues

Historical use 
of natural 

forms

Personalized 
projects

Painting 
techniques

Our spiral curriculum covers a diverse range of Art movements and Artists, allowing our young artists to explore 
their own creativity and studio practice effectively.
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8
YEAR

Art Knowledge Map

POP ART

Excellence  •  High expectations and aspirations  •  Love of Learning  •  Active participation  •  Sound moral compass

BRITISH CULTURE

OUR OCEANS

GCSE PHOTOGRAPHY / GCSE FINE ART 

WORKSHOPS

COURSEW
ORK

COURSE ADVICE
EXTERNALLY SET EXAM

Environmental 
issues

British Identity 
and Culture

Printmaking Pop art

The KS3 Big Questions The KS4 Big Questions 
How do you identify 

and apply key 
artistic concepts 

such as the formal 
elements?

How to develop ideas 
through 

investigations, 
demonstrating 

critical understanding 
of sources. 
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How can you 
successfully generate 
ides to formulate you 

own artwork?

How Can you ensure 
you have successfully 

experiments with 
appropriate materials 
and media  in you own 

artwork?

How to refine by 
exploring ideas, 

selecting & 
experimenting with 
appropriate media, 

materials, techniques 
& processes

How to Record ideas, 
observations and 

insights relevant to 
intentions as work 

progresses. 

Collage 
techniques

Formal 
elements

Creating texture 
and gradients 

with a range of 
mediums

How colour 
theory used in 

Pop art?

How has  popular 
culture has 

influenced and 
inspired artist. 

How is use of 
mass production 
is used by artists

Use of painting 
techniques used 
by R. Lichtenstein
and Andy Warhol

Exploring 
painting 

techniques

Investigating how 
Street Art has 

incorporated into 
social issues such 

as Global 
warming, 

Political issues 

How environmental 
issues impact upon 

animal welfare. 

Exploring the 
impact humans 

have upon ocean 
wildlife

Ceramic imprinting 
and hand building 
techniques i.e. Tile 

making

How have historical 
and contemporary  

artists been 
inspired by the use 
of natural forms in 

their work?

How World 
events have 

shaped the work 
of artists 

Use of macro 
photography

Exploration and 
refinement with a 
range of  drawing 

mediums ie – pencil, 
biro, Oil pastel and 

digital media

Why are propaganda 
posters and protest 

art so prevalent 
within contemporary 

art?

Why are protest 
posters so 
stylised?

Why is there often a 
limited colour pallet 
used in this genre of 

art?

Creation of 
personalized 

artworks

What methods 
you can use to 

ensure accuracy 
in your landscape 

studies

How can you 
ensure any 
landscape 

photographs are 
compositionally 

balanced?

How has 
landscape art 

developed over 
the centauries?

How do 
contemporary 

landscape artists 
portray 

landscape in 
their artwork?

Use of transfer 
techniques to 

ensure accuracy 
of mark

Use of 
experimental 
techniques

Working in the 
style of 

contemporary 
artists

Has the urban 
landscape 
changed 

dramatically in 
our area?

How  can you ensure 
you are meeting all of 

the assessment 
objectives

What methods can 
you use when 
researching an 

artists to ensure you 
work stands out

How to start a 
project 

successfully

Research techniques
Working in the 
style of chosen 

artists 

Personalised projects 
using your chosen 

media i.e. paintings, 
ceramics, photography 

etc.

Exploring your own narrative 
and presenting your work in a 

purposeful and meaningful 
way

How to successfully 
replicate an artists 
style or technique

Realizing intentions to create 
a purposeful and personal 

artwork.

What role does a 
gallery play within the 

art world? Why are 
they important places 

to visit?

How to effectively and 
creatively generate ideas 

Oppourtunities for 
collaborative practice

1-1 tutorials & master classes

Opportunities for out of class 
learning experiences

How to Present a 
personal & 
meaningful 

response that 
realizes intentions & 

demonstrates 
understanding of 
visual language.

How could you create 
a successful personal 

and meaningful 

outcome?

Experimental 
application 
techniques

Ceramic 
techniques

How refine technical processes
Opportunities for out of class 

learning experiences

Personalised projects

Guidance and advice for 
choosing your exam project

Group critique sessions to 
gain insight and feedback 

from peers and staff
Technical support with 

preparation of a professional 
portfolio

Advice and support with 
suitable courses and 

presenting a portfolio 
professionally

Which course is right for me 
and my chosen career path?

What opportunities are there 
within the creative industry?

How do I present a 
professional interview 

portfolio?

How could I work 
digitally?

Access to digital portfolios

Which exam question should I 
choose?

How to approach your exam 
project.
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How can you 
accurately draw a 

range of 
geometric shapes 

How can you use 
tonal shading to 
give an accurate 
sense of shape 

and form

How has still life genre has 
been used throughout art 

history by artists

How to use tonal 
shading to give an 
accurate sense of 
shape and form

Grid scale 
techniques to 

improve accuracy
How to work in 

the style of artists

COURSEWORK

Development of painting and 
printmaking techniques and 
photographers developing 

understanding of the exposure 
triangle

Clay making and 
crafts

STREET ART
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Independent project
Teacher & student lead – British

Theme

Celebration of ethnicity,
Culture, Diversity, Culture,

and Art.

Exploration of Surreal
Elements i.e
Metamorphosis

How the Artist
Hundertwasser has
Impacted on Art world

Developing skills in 
Painting and drawing in
Watercolour.

Creation of imaginative Landscapes
Investigating pattern

Interpreting artwork
And articulating
responses
- Facial proportions

Focus of Observational
Drawing – dry media –
Pen, ink, pencil.

Exploration of print making,
Metal embossing

Exploration of Landscape
And perspective

Learning how to
Work of the artist
Kris Trappeniers and
Vincent low

Exploration of Street Art techniques
- Spray painting and Font drawing

Colour
Pattern
Design

Our 
environment

Artist
Impact on
Architecture


