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The invasion of Romans, 
Saxons and Vikings

Anglo-Saxon and 
Norman England

Post war Europe

Medicine 
through time

Weimar 
and Nazi 
Germany

Medicine on the 
western front

WW1

An age of 
revolutions

The Normans

Our curriculum has a strong emphasis on the cumulative acquisition and 
contextualisation of historical knowledge. 
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History Knowledge Map

THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

Excellence  •  High expectations and aspirations  •  Love of Learning  •  Active participation  •  Sound moral compass

THE BRITISH EMPIRE AND 

SLAVERY

THE EXPANSION OF AMERICA 

AND LIFE AFTER SLAVERY

THE RISE OF HITLER AND 

WW2

MEDICINE THROUGH TIME AND 

MEDICINE ON THE WESTERN FRONT

ANGLO-SAXON AND 

NORMAN ENGLAND

THE AMERICAN WEST

LIFE IN NAZI GERMANY
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THE RISE OF HITLER

The British Empire 
and slavery

The 
American 
West

Tudor England

The Big Knowledge Picture 
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The 
develop
ment of 
America

The interwar 
years and Rise 
of Hitler

WW2 and the 
holocaust

The KS3 Big Questions The KS4 Big Questions 

Year
1

1

How did the way Britain 
was ruled change between 
55BC and 1689 and what 
impact did this have on the 
lives of the people in 
Britain?

How has medicine 
changed between 
1250 and the modern 
day?
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The Romans developed 
Britain’s infrastructure 

How did the 
Romans change 
Britain?

The Vikings 
established 
Danelaw in the 
North of England.

The arrival of the 
Anglo Saxons in AD 
407 

What changes did 
the Anglo-Saxons 
make to Britain?

What impact did the 
Vikings have on 
Britain?

30-40% of the 
English population 
died, but long term 
effects of the black 
death were positive 
for many peasants.

After the death 
of Edward the 
confessor 
England faces a 
succession crisis

William the 
conqueror 
reformed the 
way England 
was ruled

How did William 
establish and 
maintain control 
of England?

Why was 
1066 a year 
of crisis?

In 1649 Charles I was 
executed 

Between 1642 and 1651 
there were civil wars 
between the royalists 
and parliamentarians

The reformation in 
1534 saw the power 
of the catholic 
church decline.

How far did 
the English 
civil war 
transform 
Britain?

What was it 
like to fight 
in the 
English civil 
war?

How did religion 
change under the 
Tudors?

To what extent 
was the black 
death a disaster?

To what extent did the 
industrial revolution 
transform life in Britain?

How did Britain 
become a 
democracy?

How did Britain 
gain an empire 
and what impact 
did Britain have 
on its colonies?

Why did British 
colonies want 
independence 
from Britain?

What led to the 
abolition of slavery 
in Britain in 1833?

How did settlers 
change the lives of 
America’s indigenous 
nations?

How did American and 
English civil rights 
movements address the 
problems facing black 
citizens?

Protest movements 
throughout the 19th and 
early 20th century led to 
the enfranchisement of 
new groups

Case studies of 
British rule in 
India and 
Zimbabwe

The role British laws 
like the tea act, stamp 
act and intolerable 
acts played  in 
colonists desire for 
independence

The role of individuals 
like Toussaint 
L’Ouverture, William 
Wilberforce and 
Olaudah Equiano and 
their contribution to 
the end of slavery

Civil rights leaders such 
as Rosa Parks, Martin 
Luther King, Malcolm X 
and the Mangrove 9 
challenged racial 
inequality in Britain and 
the USA

The arrival of 
settlers in the 
West left many 
American Indians 
with a bleak 
future
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What was it like to 
fight in WW1?

What was 
the impact 
of WW1 on 
Europe?

The Battle of the 
Somme and the impact 
of the war on medicine.

Study of the treaty of Versailles and the 
rise of Communism and Fascism in 
inter-war Europe.

How did Hitler take 
Germany from a 
democracy to a 
dictatorship?

What was it like to 
live in Nazi 
Germany?

What was life 
like on the 
home front?

The battles that 
shaped the 
outcome of 
WW2?

The impact of the 
blitz focusing of the 
experience of people 
in Birmingham

The journey from 
appeasement 
through to the 
battle of Berlin and 
fall of Nazi 
Germany

The impact of the 
problems Germany 
faced in the 
1920s/30s and how 
Hitler established a 
totalitarian state.

The life for women, 
children and workers 
in Nazi Germany and 
the extent of 
opposition to the 
regime.

How far had life 
changed for 
Germany Jews prior 
to 1941?

What was the final 
solution?

The Nuremberg 
laws and 
Kristallnacht 
impacted on the 
lives of Jews

The different political 
ideologies between of the 
USA and he USSR caused 
conflict.

Why was there a 
cold war?

What are the key events 
of the cold war?

The Wannsee
conference and life in 
concentration camps

The Berlin Wall fell on 
9th November 1989. 

How did the understanding of 
causes, treatment and prevention of 
illness change between 1250 – now?

What impact did WW1 
have on medical care?

Analyse the impact of factors 
such as government, war, 
individuals, science and 
technology and communication 
on medical care over time.

Examine how the evacuation 
route, treatments and 
preventions of illness 
transformed between 1914- 1918

What was it like to live 
in Anglo-Saxon England?

Why was 1066 
a year to 
remember?

How did 
William secure 
control of 
England?

How did William I 
Normanise England?

Anglo-Saxon society and the 
last years of Edward the 
confessors rule

The impact of the battle 
of Fulford Gate, Stamford 
bridge and the battle of 
Hastings

Many Anglo-Saxons rebelled 
against Norman rule and Williams 
suppression of these rebellions

The Normans reformed the church, 
feudal system, government and law 
and order.

What was life on 
the plains like for 
Native Americans?

What was the impact 
of the cattle industry 
on the West?

The Indians way of life 
was Nomadic but from 
the 1830s onwards 
government acts limited 
their freedoms.

Why did people 
migrate West?

Early pioneers used the 
Oregon trail to cross the 
plains. The impact of the 
homestead act and 
transcontinental railroad 
on migration.

The development 
of ranching from 
the long drive, 
open range to 
small ranches and 
its impact on law 
and order.

The Indian fightback 
and government 
policies including the 
use of reservations to 
destroy their way of 
life.

How was the 
Weimar republic 
established?

What were the early challenges to the 
Weimar republic?

How did Stresemann 
lead the German 
recovery?

The terms of the 
Weimar constitution 
and significance of the 
1919 treaty of 
Versailles.

Threats to 
the 
republic 
from the 
left and the 
right and 
challenges 
facing 
Germany in 
1923.

Stresemann’s 
domestic and 
foreign policy 
reforms.

Why did support for 
the Nazis grow 
during the early 
1930’s?

How did Hitler gain 
control of 
Germany?

After the failed Munich 
Putsch and lean years 
support for the Nazis 
started to grow from 1929 
onwards.

The political deal of 1932 
and Reichstag fire helped 
Hitler establish control of 
Germany.

To what extent was fear 
the main reason Hitler 
maintained control of 
Germany?

What was the impact of 
Nazi rule on the lives of 
ordinary Germans? How did the Nazis 

persecute Jews and 
minority groups in 
Germany?

Nazi racial beliefs and 
the Nuremberg laws 
had a big effect on Jews 
and other minority 
groups.

The Nazis attempted to 
achieve Gleischalstung by 
indoctrinating groups 
such as women, young 
people and workers.

The Nazis established a 
police state and used 
propaganda to control 
Germany.

How have political ideologies 
affected the lives of people in 

Britain and around the world?

How have revolutions 
transformed Britain and the 
world between the 16th and 
20th centuries?

What has been the 
impact of WW1 on 
medicine?

How did William the 
conqueror gain 
control over 
England?

How did America 
colonise the West 
between 1835 and 
1895?

How did the 
government of 
Germany change 
between 1918 and 
1939?

Medieval  
Monarchs

WW1 Medicine The civil rights 
movement

The creation of factories 
in the 18th century 
transformed towns  and 
cities

How did the conquest of 
the West transform the 
Indian way of life?


