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The 
Word 
 

   

THE BEST FROM EVERYONE, ALL OF THE TIME  8TH APRIL 2022 

Headteacher’s Roundup 
 
I can’t believe 
this is the last 
round up of 
the Spring 
term.    As ever, 
it has been 
such a busy 

term, 
culminating in 

our 
celebration assemblies this week.  I am 
so proud of all our students.  We have 
awarded a staggering 1070 badges, 
braids and certificates this week.  
 
On Tuesday we held our STEM day.  
Teams of year 9 students were engaged 
in variety of activities in partnership with 
the Royal Academy of Engineering and 
HS2 trains.  The teams were tasked with 
building the highest tower with limited 
resources, designing a station of the 
future and presenting their concept to 
their peers. The final challenge was to 
design a tunnel to allow a scale model 
train to pass through, while being able to 
support a load bearing weight.  In 

addition the students learnt about the 
variety of careers available within the 
engineering sector of 
HS2.  Congratulations to Logan H, 
William C, Jana Tam and Imogen L. for 
winning the Tunnel Design challenge  
 
We also held a “Sharing Stories” event 
on Tuesday for KS3.  We hope everyone 
has a story to share after the holidays.  
We all know how important reading for 
pleasure is and I hope everyone has the 
opportunity to sit down with a good 
book during the next two weeks.  
 
With GCSE exams just round the corner, 
the Easter holidays are a critical time for 
our year 11 students and I encourage all 
families to be aligned in their support of 
intensive revision programmes this 
holiday.  Our year 11s have 
demonstrated how resilient they are and 
will be able to manage their revision 
alongside periods of relaxation.   For 
those who have not established their 
revision timetable over the next two 
weeks, experience has long shown us 
that students who simply follow their 
school timetable at home do incredibly 
well. As a rule of thumb 50 hours of 

effective revision over the two week 
period is a manageable target and our 
students should be able to complete this 
in the time available, whilst still having 
sufficient time for rest, relaxation and 
fun with friends and family.  Thank you 
to all families of our year 11 students for 
supporting them with this and being 
there for them at this critical time.  
 
As a reminder, I have attached the 
Uniform and attendance policies to this 
edition of the Word.  Some families will 
be receiving letters from their child’s 
Progress & Development leader with 
areas that require addressing.   The 
expectation is that all students will 
return to school, after the break, looking 
smart and ready for the summer term.  
 
Wishing everyone a happy Easter and a 
restful break.  Let’s hope the sun shines!  
 
Best wishes  
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Word of the Week 
EFFECTIVE 
Adjective: Someone or something that is effective works 
well and produces the result that was intended. 
The book display in the shop window was effective at 
boosting book sales. 
 
 
 

House Points Totals 
The running totals for number of house points so far are: 

 
Diary Reminders 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Community Spirit 
 
Pastoral Manager Miss Morgan took this lovely group of Year 
7 students out today to deliver Easter Eggs to some of our 
supportive neighbours. A big thank you to Joe C, Lucas W, 
Ruby S, Aamin N, Dru P, Isla H, Eva E, Dylan S and Jessie S! 
 
 
 
 

    
40213 37156 39632 40293 

  Year 7:   
  Tuesday 10th May – Year 7 PSHEC Day 
  Friday 20th May – Year 7 reports to parents 
  Thursday 26th May – Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

 Year 8:  
 Wednesday 18th May – Year 8 PSHEC Day 
 

 Year 9:   
 Tuesday 17th May – Year 9 PSHEC Day 
 

 Year 10:    
 Friday 13th May – Year 10 PSHEC Day 
 

  Year 11:   
 
 

  All Years:   
  11th April – 22nd April – Easter Holidays 
  Friday 27th May – INSET Day 
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Thought of the week 
 
The meaning of Easter 
Easter Sunday –17th April 
 
What is Easter? 
In the Christian faith, Easter is the celebration of the resurrection 
of Jesus from the tomb on the third day after his crucifixion. For 
Christians, Easter is the fulfilled prophecy of the Messiah who 
would be persecuted, die for our sins, and rise on the third day. Remembering the resurrection of Jesus is a way to 
renew daily hope that we have victory over sin. 
 
What does Easter mean? 
A recent and complex explanation comes from the Christian background of Easter.  The early Latin name for the week 
of Easter was hebdomada alba or “white week,” while the Sunday after Easter day was called dominica in albis from 
the white robes of those who had been newly baptised.  The word alba is Latin both for white and dawn.  People 
speaking Old High German made a mistake in their translation and used a plural word for dawn, ostarun, instead of a 
plural for white.  From ostarun we get the German Ostern and the English Easter. 
 
How is Easter celebrated? 
The week leading up to Easter Sunday is often called Holy Week and Christians focus deeply on their faith in this 
time. 
 
It begins with Palm Sunday.  Services on this day, seven days before Easter, recall Jesus entering Jerusalem 
triumphantly, cheered by crowds as he rode a donkey.  Palm leaves were waved on that occasion, and are still 
significant in church worship, often twisted into the shape of a cross. 
 
Four days later is Maundy Thursday, when Jesus’ followers remember that on the night before he died he asked 
them to remember him by eating bread and drinking wine.  Maundy comes from the Latin word for commandment, 
recalling Jesus’ command that day that Christians should love each other in the same way that he loves them. 
 
The next day is Good Friday (called Holy Friday in countries with large numbers of Roman Catholic Christians).  This 
is the most solemn day of the Christian year because it is used to recall the appalling death of Jesus.  Although it is 
a public holiday it is increasingly difficult to distinguish it from other days of the year, so many churches hold 
processions or open air services in public places to draw attention to its significance.  Inside churches there are 
meditative services in a bare setting.  It may be that the day was originally known as God Friday, and the name 
changed as language developed.  Elsewhere in the world it is called Great Friday or Holy Friday. 
 
Easter Sunday recalls the day when Jesus’ followers discovered that his tomb was empty.  It is the most important 
and joyful day of the Christian year.  Jubilant music is performed, and flowers and banners fill the churches with 
colour.   
 
Key questions: 

1. How do you celebrate Easter? 
2. Do you know why the bunny and eggs are associated with Easter? 
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Year 9 STEM Emersion Day 
Students were engaged in a variety of activities during the STEM day that was ran by the Smallpiece Trust, in partnership 
with the Royal Academy of Engineering and HS2 Trains. 
There were many team challenges throughout the day; from building the highest tower with limited resources to designing 
a station of the future, presenting their concept to their peers. The final design and make challenge was to design a tunnel 
to allow a scale model train to pass through, while being able to support a load bearing weight. Fantastic designs created.  
In addition the students learnt about the variety of careers available within the engineering sector of HS2.  
Wonderful team work and engagement throughout the day with some budding engineers of the future at Light Hall.  
Congratulations to Logan H, William C, Jana Tam and Imogen L. for winning the Tunnel Design challenge  
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House Reports 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
       

 

 

  PAGE 6 

  

School Uniform 
Please find a copy of our uniform policy for those of you purchasing uniform over the Easter holidays. The Progress & 
Development leaders will be writing to individual families to address known uniform issues. There will be continued uniform 
standards monitoring after Easter, which will be lead to sanctions being issued for any non-compliance. Please let your child’s 
Progress & Development leader know if there are any issues that school needs to be aware of. 
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