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Our World and 

Shirley

Changing Economic 

World

Ecosystems, 

Tropical 

Rainforests and 

Hot Deserts

Resource 

Management

Human and 

Physical 

Fieldwork

Physical 

Landscapes

EuropeSouth America

North America

Our curriculum is focused on learning the interaction between human and physical geography 

through locational awareness. 

Our World 

and ShirleyAfrica
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South 

America

Geography Knowledge Map 

Asia

Excellence  •  High expectations and aspirations  •  Love of Learning  •  Active participation  •  Sound moral compass

Europe Antarctica

Resource 

Management

Physical 

Fieldwork

Issue Evaluation

Oceania

Natural 

Hazards

Africa

The Big Knowledge Picture 
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Asia

Antarctica

Urban Issues 

and Challenges

The KS3 Big Questions The KS4 Big Questions 
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• How has the physical and human geography of the continent 

impacted the development?
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KEY STAGE 4
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KEY STAGE 3

YEAR

Interpreting maps

How has Shirley 

changed over 

time?

How tectonic hazards 

occur and how North 

America can protect 

against them

Local study on 

Shirley

Why has Shirley 

changed over 

time?

How prepared are 

North America for 

natural hazards?

Impacts of being 

LICs on quality of 

life

Economic 

development of 

Africa

Factors 

impacting 

economic  

development

How has Africa’s history shaped its 

present? How can its geography 

shape its future?

The impact of 

climate change on 

the people of 

Oceania

Impact of being NEEs

Economic 

development of 

Brazil

How does the 

physical 

geography 

impact way of 

life?

How has South 

America been 

impacted by 

globalisation?

Is Asia becoming the 

most important global 

economic region?

How has Europe’s 

connections with the rest 

of the world shaped its 

characteristics?

Is climate 

change the 

biggest threat to 

Antarctica?

Human and physical 

features of Asia
Reducing population 

growth in Asia

Causes and 

impacts of 

migration to Europe Physical 

Landscapes in 

the UK
UK’s connections 

with the rest of the 

world

Threats to 

Antarctica

Life in Antarctica

North 

America

Oceania

Urban Issues 

in Rio de 

Janeiro

Ecosystems and 

Tropical Rainforests
Hot Deserts

Urban Issues in 

Birmingham

Urban 

Fieldwork

Changing 

Economic 

World

Challenges for Asia and 

the impact on other parts 

of the world

Coastal and River 

processes

Creation of landforms through 

physical processes

Managing erosion and flooding 

through soft and hard engineering

Distribution of global 

resources – food 

energy and water Management of 

resources in the 

UK

Fieldtrip to Brindley 

Place - Birmingham

How successful is 

regeneration in 

Brindley Place?
How can the distribution of 

global resources lead to 

challenges?

What physical and human factors 

make up the ecosystem at the Lickey

Hills?

Fieldtrip to the Cannock 

Chase Forest
Tectonic Hazards – how they 

are formed, their impacts and 

responses

Weather Hazards –

how they are formed, 

impacts and responses

Climate Change – what 

causes it, the impacts 

and responses

How does 

development 

impact urban 

areas in NEEs?

How does 

development 

impact urban 

areas in HICs?

Causes and management of 

desertification 

Climate and 

conditions of the 

desert

Adaptations of plants and 

animals

What is the ecosystem like 

in extreme environments?

What is the 

ecosystem like 

in extreme 

environments?

Climate of the 

tropical 

rainforest

Adaptations of 

plants and animals

Causes and 

management of 

deforestation

Urbanisation

Problems and 

solutions of 

urbanisation

Problems and 

solutions in 

urban areas

Change in the 

function from 

industrial to post-

industrial

How do natural 

processes shape the 

physical landscapes of 

the UK?

What impacts the development of 

country?

Nigeria’s growth to 

become Africa’s 

biggest economy

UK’s development as a post-industrial 

economy

How can 

nature 

impact 

people?

The issue evaluation will be based on 

a GCSE topic that has been studied.

Pre-release material is received in the 

March of Year 11

Students will need to be able to 

interpret the information in the booklet

Students will be examined on the 

content and be asked to make a 

decision

How can 

people 

respond to 

natural 

hazards?

Are low income countries at a 

greater risk of natural 

hazards?

Causes, 

effects and 

responses for 

the 

development 

gap

Extreme weather in the 

UK – how the UK can 

deal with it

Water 

resources 

globally –

impacts and 

responses

Opportunities 

and 

challenges in 

Birmingham

Reducing the threats 

to Antarctica

• How does a development of a country impact the quality of 

life?

• Are low income countries at a greater risk of natural 

hazards?

Prisoners 

of 

Geography

How does the 

location create 

‘prisoners’?

Historical 

factors 

Physical factors 

Economic 

factors 


